TEXAS
From Galveston’s coastline and the Piney Woods of
East Texas to the deserts of Big Bend National Park
and the rocky landscapes of Hill Country, Texas’s
iconic places highlight the state’s unique historical
heritage and its raw natural beauty. Time and again,
in big cities and rural areas, Texans have shown their
support for conserving the state’s land and water
resources. Since 1991, residents across Texas have
voted on 116 local and state ballot measures to fund
conservation, and voters have endorsed conservation
91% of the time—providing over $2 billion in local and
state funding for parks and conservation.1
Conservation supports Texas farms, fisheries, ranches, forests—and the communities that depend on them. Conservation
helps protect the land, water, soil, coastal wetland, and pollinator
resources that are crucial to the state’s $26 billion agricultural
economy and $4 billion fishery economy.2
•

While Texas boasts 142 million acres of privately-owned
farms, ranches, and forestlands, these lands—and the ways
of life they support—are at risk. In just 15 years between
1997 and 2012, Texas lost 1.1 million acres of working lands to
non-agricultural use, an area nearly the size of Delaware.4
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•

Publicly-funded voluntary conservation easements can play
a big role in helping farmers and ranchers protect agricultural
lands and livelihoods. Texas has approximately one million
acres protected by conservation easements—many of
which help keep working farms and ranches in production
and families on the land.5 Texas farmers also leveraged over
$3.6 billion in conservation program funding from the USDA
between 1995 and 2017.6

•

Together, commercial and recreational fisheries support
jobs for 38,000 Texans.7 Coastal wetland conservation and
restoration support the health of Texas’s high-value shrimp
fisheries and oyster fisheries, which many Texas families have
relied on for generations.8

Conservation protects resources for hunting, fishing, and
wildlife-based recreation. Hunting and fishing are so important to
Texans that in 2015 they enshrined the rights to hunt and fish in
the state’s constitution.9
•

Over 1.1 million people hunt, over 2.2 million people fish, and
nearly 4.4 million participate in wildlife watching in Texas
each year. Together these activities generate nearly $5.2
billion in annual spending in the state.10

Conservation powers Texas’s economy— attracting workers
and employers, supporting vibrant communities, and drawing
visitors from around the world. Texas is known internationally
for its beautiful coasts and rural landscapes. Increasingly, Texas
cities are also known for their innovative public green spaces—like
Houston’s Buffalo Bayou—which provide both important community spaces and green infrastructure.
•

Texas’s local parks and recreation agencies generate over
$7.7 billion in economic activity each year and support over
60,000 jobs.11 State parks generate nearly $900 million in
sales and $240 million in personal income each year and
support 6,800 jobs.12 And the state’s national parks host
5.9 million people per year, generate over $428 million in
economic activity, and support over 4,300 jobs.13

•

Conservation provides the infrastructure for Texas’s growing
outdoor industry. Outdoor recreation in Texas directly
supports 411,000 jobs—more than the oil and gas industry
(212,000). It also generates $52.6 billion in consumer
spending, $15.8 billion in wages and salaries, and $3.5 billion
in state and local tax revenue.14
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TEXAS
Land and water conservation avoids costs for cities and utilities
and saves communities money.
•

•

•

Conserving and restoring wetlands, salt marshes, and
mangroves is one of the most cost-effective ways to
protect coastal areas and reduce the impacts of storms and
flooding.15 Research shows that major floods have caused
an average of $4.3 billion in damage per event since 1980.16
Hurricane Harvey, which hit Texas in 2017 and dropped 60
inches of rain in some areas, caused an estimated $125 billion
in damage—much of it from flooding.17 Scientists estimate
that U.S. coastal wetlands provide $23.2 billion in storm
protection services each year.18
Protected watersheds can provide as much as a 10-fold
savings in treating drinking water,19 and nationwide forests
provide $6.8 billion dollars in air pollution removal each
year.20 Studies have calculated that for every $1 invested
in conservation $4 to $11 is returned in natural goods and
services like clean water.21
The protection of the Edwards Aquifer is a major success
story for conservation partnerships in Texas. The aquifer
covers 4,350 square miles beneath 12 counties. It provides
drinking water for almost two million Central Texans—and
supports agriculture, industry, and recreation. Since the early
1990s local communities have invested nearly $1 billion in
protecting water quality and protecting green space in areas
that are crucial to maintaining the aquifer.22

Protecting green space increases community health.
•

A huge amount of scientific research now links access to
close-to-home parks and green space with improved physical
and mental health.23 One large-scale study showed that

living within 0.6 miles of green space is linked to lower rates
of 15 major diseases, including heart disease (15% lower),
diabetes (20% lower), and depression (25% lower).24
Cardiovascular disease affects 5.6% of Texans;25 diabetes
affects 10.9%,26 and depression affects 11% of seniors.27 Right
now, cardiovascular disease costs the U.S. economy $330
billion per year, diabetes costs $327 billion, and depression
costs $210 billion. Spending time in nature can also reduce
symptoms of attention-deficit disorder, which affects 10.1%
of Texas children.28

The Land and Water Conservation Fund in Texas
The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) has
invested over $577 million in Texas’s parks and open
spaces.29 The LWCF’s State Assistance Program has
supported over 1,000 local projects, including community
parks across the state.30
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