WEST VIRGINIA
From New River Gorge and the Monongahela Forest
to Harpers Ferry and Seneca Rocks, conserved lands
and waters are integral to West Virginia’s identity and
civic pride. Conserving the state’s natural beauty also
makes West Virginia stronger.1 Studies have shown
that providing conservation funding for farmers,
protecting public lands, and expanding access to
parks and open space improves local economies and
community health.2

Conservation can continue to boost West Virginia’s economy—
attracting workers and employers, creating jobs, and fostering
vibrant communities. Outdoor recreation in West Virginia directly
supports 91,000 jobs—nearly twice as many as the coal industry
(49,000). Outdoor recreation generates $9 billion in consumer
spending, $2.4 billion in wages and salaries, and $660 million in
state and local tax revenue.8
•

West Virginia’s local parks and recreation agencies generate
nearly $209 million in economic activity each year and
support nearly 2,200 jobs.9 State parks and forests generate
over $213 million in economic activity and support over 3,200
jobs,10 and West Virginia’s national parks host 1.7 million
people per year, generate $84 million dollars in economic
output, and support over 1,080 jobs.11

•

85% of Americans say that high-quality parks and recreation
opportunities are important in choosing where to live.12
Three-quarters of corporate executives report that qualityof-life amenities, like parks, are important in choosing
where to locate.13 Studies from Headwaters Economics have
demonstrated the importance of public land in attracting
businesses and jobs.14

•

Conservation protects habitat that is critical for hunting and
fishing. In a recent poll, 96% of West Virginians said that
opportunities for hunting, fishing, and outdoor recreation
improve their quality of life.15 Over 300,000 people fish,
nearly 250,000 people hunt, and 850,000 participate in
wildlife watching in West Virginia each year. Together these
activities generate nearly $1.2 billion in annual spending in
the state.16

Conservation supports productive farms, ranches, and forests—and the communities that depend on them. Conservation
protects the land, water, soil, and pollinator resources that are
crucial to the farms and forests that fuel the state’s $909 million
agricultural economy and $3 billion forestry economy.3
•

•

West Virginia is the third most heavily forested state in
the U.S. Nearly 80% of West Virginia is covered in forests,
and 98% of the state’s forests are classified as commercial
forestland.4 Renewable forest products generate over $3
billion per year in economic output and support over 16,300
jobs.5 Voluntary conservation easements can protect forest
resources while allowing logging and supporting local
economies.
In a state that lost nearly 1.7 million acres of farmland
between 1964 and 2012, publicly-funded voluntary
conservation programs can help to protect agricultural
livelihoods.6 Conservation easements and other conservation
programs can help keep prime farmland in production and
provide funding for farmers to take marginal lands out of
production. Since 1995, West Virginia farmers have leveraged
$78.5 million in conservation funding through the USDA.7

Highland scenic highway through the Appalachian Mountains of West Virginia.
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WEST VIRGINIA
Increasing access to parks and open space can help improve
community health.

Land and water conservation protects water and air quality,
avoiding costs and protecting health.

•

•

Avoiding costs for cities and private utilities. Conservation,
particularly forest conservation, helps provide cleaner water
and air. Protected watersheds can provide as much as a
10-fold savings in treating drinking water,23 and nationwide
forests provide $6.8 billion dollars in air pollution removal
each year.24 Studies have calculated that for every $1 invested
in conservation $4 to $11 is returned in natural goods and
services like clean water.25

•

Preventing flooding. Many areas in West Virginia are
vulnerable to floods. Protecting wetlands and riparian areas
can be a cost-effective way to minimize damage caused by
flooding.26

A huge amount of scientific research now links access
to close-to-home parks and green space with improved
physical and mental health.17 Rates of many chronic diseases
are very high in West Virginia. Cardiovascular disease affects
11.5% of West Virginians;18 diabetes affects 12.7%;19 and
depression affects 17.8% of seniors.20 One large-scale study
showed that living within 0.6 miles of green space is linked to
lower rates of 15 major diseases, including heart disease (15%
lower), diabetes (20% lower), and depression (25% lower).21
Right now, cardiovascular disease costs the U.S. economy
$330 billion per year, diabetes costs $327 billion, and
depression costs $210 billion. Spending time in nature can
also reduce symptoms of attention-deficit disorder, which
affects 11.9% of West Virginia children, and post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD), which affects many veterans.22

The Land and Water Conservation Fund in
West Virginia
The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) has
invested over $241 million in West Virginia’s forests,
parks, and open spaces—from Monongahela National
Forest to the Gauley National Recreation Area.27 The
LWCF’s State Assistance Program has supported over
470 local projects, including community parks across the
state.28 The Forest Legacy Program, funded through the
LWCF, helps private forest owners protect working forest
lands—supporting timber jobs while protecting water and
air quality, wildlife habitat, and recreation opportunities.
Gauley River National Recreation Area and New River
Gorge National River. All public access points along West
Virginia’s Lower and Middle Gauley River, which is used
by over 50,000 people annually, were made possible by
LWCF funding. LWCF has also protected over 2,000 rock
climbing routes and the remnants of 19th and 20th century mining towns in the New River Gorge. These historic
sites protect unique West Virginia heritage. Roughly 1.2
million visitors enjoy these two parks annually, bringing
$53 million to the local economy and directly supporting
more than 700 jobs. 29
Rafters on Cheat River in West Virginia.
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